




Faith Seekers: Session 1
‘Covenant’
7:00
Arrival Activities: (15 – 20 minutes)
· Sign in contact info
· Making nametags
· Snacks
7:20
Gathering Circle:  Crazy Ball   (10 minutes)


Unpacking the Experience
 (10 minutes)
7:40
Introductions:   (20 minutes)
· Partner up with stranger and find out in one minute:
· NAME?

SCHOOL?

· FAVOURITE WEIRD FOOD COMBO OR HABIT?
· Partner Presentations:  30 seconds each!
8:00
Overview of Faith Seekers Program   (15 – 20 minutes)
8:20
Worship Time & Theme Exploration (35 – 40 minutes)
8:55
Closing: Questions? Feedback? Hand outs
Faith Seekers: Session 1   ‘Worship’
· Light Christ Candle and enter into ‘Sacred Time’   (8:20)
· Opening Prayer: 
· Creator God, present with us now, we ask your blessing on our time together this evening and on this journey that we begin here tonight as ‘Faith Seekers’ – 
Be with us as we form new friendships, as we explore our beliefs, as we raise questions and seek answers.
May everything we do be touched by your Spirit – in ways that help us know ourselves better – but also draw us closer to You. We pray and we seek in the name of Christ, AMEN.
· Theme of ‘Covenant’  (8:25)
· What does covenant mean? – promise, bond, pact
· Examples?  (wedding, ministerial, other relationship?)
· How does it feel to be in one?  (is it a sacrifice?)
· What does it mean to break/end one?
· Are there some promises that shouldn’t be made? Or kept?
· Are there unspoken or unwritten promises that we keep?
Sharing our Stories: (8:30) ‘Noah’s Ark’  Genesis 9:8-17 The Message
Then God spoke to Noah and his sons: “I’m setting up my covenant with you including your children who will come after you, along with everything alive around you—birds, farm animals, wild animals—that came out of the ship with you. I’m setting up my covenant with you that never again will everything living be destroyed by floodwaters; no, never again will a flood destroy the Earth.”God continued, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and everything living around you and everyone living after you. I’m putting my rainbow in the clouds, a sign of the covenant between me and the Earth. From now on, when I form a cloud over the Earth and the rainbow appears in the cloud, I’ll remember my covenant between me and you and everything living, that never again will floodwaters destroy all life. When the rainbow appears in the cloud, I’ll see it and remember the eternal covenant between God and everything living, every last living creature on Earth.”
And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I’ve set up between me and everything living on the Earth.”
· Does this fit our description of covenant?
· How might Noah have felt? What was required of him?
· Are covenants one-sided?
· Do they require a sign or symbol? What are some signs of covenants?  (rainbow, rings, signature, symbolic acts)
· Has God’s promise been kept?
· Why are covenants important?  (commitment, trust one another)
Mission: Group Covenant for Faith Seekers (8:35)
· what things might we promise among ourselves here as a group? (norms, standards, promises)
· i.e. respect, no judging, no laughing at what someone else says, technology use? Listening? Confidentiality? Effort? Engagement? Fun? 
· As leaders – what might we promise? (snacks, fun, respect)
· How do we feel when someone breaks a promise to us?
· How do we feel when we break a promise to someone else?
Sealing the Covenant: (everyone invited to silently choose and light candle as a sign of their participation in the group covenant)  (8:45)
Closing Prayer:  (8:55)
Loving God of Covenant and Promise:
We thank you for the commitment of your love and presence to all living things. 
We thank you for being able to join together here and the opportunity to freely explore our faith.
We ask that you make us strong in keeping the promises we have made to each other here tonight.
And that you guide each one of us as we join in this journey of learning and reflection.
May we be touched and inspired by your Spirit always! AMEN.

